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DETAILED ACTION 

The application of Seog Ho Go for Remote Control system for home appliance and 
method the same filed 3/30/06 has been examined. Claims 1-21 are pending. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in accordance with 
37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and must be presented on a 
separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign coiuilry or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent m the United Stales. 

Claims 1-2, 5-7, 13-14, 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
loku UK Patent Application Publication 2265 158. 

Regarding claims 1-2 and 13-14, 18-21, loku teaches a remote confrol system for a home 
appliance comprising: 

a remote control home appliance such as a washing machine install in a place remote 
from a user's place (page 1 lines 1-5); 

a monitoring device connected to the washing machine to receive/fransmit data to/from 
the home appliance (page. 2 lines 1 1-22, page. 3 lines 1-7); 
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a remote controller wirelessly connected to the monitoring device for controlling 
operation of the washing machine (col. 2 lines 3-6). 

Regarding claim 5, loku teaches the monitoring unit comprises an input unit for enabling 
the setting of the apphance (page. 2 lines 1 1-22, page. 3 lines 1-7). 

Regarding claims 6-7, loku teaches the remote controller comprises: 

an input unit having a plurality of buttons for inputting control (page 6 lines 5-7); 

an infrared communication module for fransmitting data to the monitoring device and a 
display for displaying the operational state of the washing machine (page 6 lines 5-25). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over loku UK 
Patent Application Publication 2265158 in view of Van Steenbrugge US Patent 5579496. 

Regarding claims 3-4, loku teaches a display unit for displaying the operating state of the 
washing machine (page 3 lines 1-7); 

an infrared communication module for communicating with the remote controller (page 9 
lines 12-21). loku is silent on teaching a microprocessor and a data storage unit for storing data. 
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Van Steenbrugge in an analogous art teaches a washing machine comprising a microprocessor 
and data storage unit for storing for storing received data (col. 3 lines 30-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of 
loku as disclosed by Van Steenbrugge because a microprocessor provides an efficient control of 
the operation of the washing machine. 

Claims 8-12, 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over loku 
UK Patent Application Publication 2265158 in view of Daum et al. US Paten Apphcation 
Publication 20020097851. 

Regarding claims 8-12, 15-16, loku teaches a remote controller wirelessly connected to 
the monitoring device for controlling operation of the washing machine (col. 2 lines 3-6) and a 
display unit for displaying the operating state of the washing machine (page 3 lines 1-7). loku is 
silent on teaching a power line modem for enabling data transmission and reception. Daum et al. 
in an analogous art teaches the use of a power line modem for the transmission and reception of 
control signals for an appliance (paragraph 006, 022). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of 
loku as disclosed by Daum et al. because communicating over the power line allows connection 
to all the appliances connected to the power line and avoid the additional cost of installing 
communication medium. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over loku UK Patent 
Application Publication 2265158 in view of Bertsch US Patent 5570085. 
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Regarding claim 17, loku is silent on teaching one device connected to the power line and 
another device connected to the communication cable. Bertsch in an analogous art teaches the 
use of power line and communication cable as a communication medium in a home network (col. 
1 lines 63-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have one device 
connected to the power line and another device connected to the communication cable in loku 
because the power line and communication cable provides for an effective communication means 
and the communication means is selected base on the interface unit provided by the appliances. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VERNAL U. BROWN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3060. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-7:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Zimmerman can be reached on 571-272-3059. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/573,912 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2612 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/V emal U Brown/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2612 
March 9, 2009 



